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Tapping into the contextual realm of North Bengal, architectural firm Square Consultancy Service’s design
for Tropical Palimpsest expresses a natural aesthetic sensibility.

Text: Maanasi Hattangadi
Photegraphs: courtesy Square Consultancy Services

Started in October 2008 with a partnership of Kolkata-based architects Ranit Maiti and Subhrajit Gunakar Mitra, Square Consultancy Services
has grown gradually over a period of time dealing with architectural consultancy, interior design, landscape and graphics.

| n a comparatively modest envelope, the design for Tropical Palimpsest exploits
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e E o rustic feel; the design intent is subtle but clear, of traditions in a contemparary

,__fij i :_4 ‘""’"-\:'HM 1 insert. ‘Bamboo Grove, the restaurant, faunts contrast and character in form of
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Ity T b h exude simplicity to the ambience. The sensibility extends ta the lobbiss where

A handmade paintings enliven the experience, The lanquage of the suites unfurs

PLAN = i I & the vernacular architecture in three coded environments, 'Burra Sahib’ ‘Bandook



Bamton Grove, the restaurant unfolds apt to /s name, s 0
sefting of furniture interp mnﬂﬂs af bambon and weed.
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The design sensibality of the decor refies fightly on the
vernacllar, costomised according to the theme.

e ey ot S o and hove Vi
‘Burra Sehib, ‘Bandook Babo’s Kothi* and Woveaw Ville!

Babu's Kothi and "Mouveau Ville® The decorum rhythm of each cottage follows
a thematic dialogue—the "Burra Sahib recalls the colonial period style, the
‘Bandaok Babu's kothi' evalves as a hunters lodge and the ‘Noveau Ville' s a
contempaorary niche, The aesthetic order of the environment is stylised on
local available materials like 'Dhoopi’ wood, bamboo, sal, rattans, straw mats
ete. & cultural arlentation of materials and details, It sets the tone of implicit
familiarity with the area. The classic analogy can be read both in a literal and
lsceral sense——a mix of luxury and ethnicity, 1t creates, through modest
means, a narrative of relaxed delight =
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