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Tucked between the Himalyan wilderness and the woods of the
Northeast, the Dooars have always offered a cogent argument for
leisurely escapes—preferably, on elephant back. But while only
the most intrepid travellers ventured into Jaldapara’s beautiful
jungles earlier—chreatened not by wild animals, but by the state of
the government-run lodges here—the tourist in 2013 is spoilt for
choice. Among the best-known properties in the area—near the
national parks of Gorumara and Jaldapara—are Sinclairs Retreat
Dooars, perched on the Chalsa hilltop (about 7,000 with taxes for
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doubles; sinclairshotefs.com) and Zurrantee, a turn-of-
the-century British bungalow cosseted by tea gardens
(fron 3,700 for doubles; zurrantee.com). You could also
consider staying at some of the smaller, budget

hotels in the area, such as Tusker’s Den (2900; tuskers
den.com), Hathihana, the Green Castle (from ¥1,500;
thegreencastle.in) or the Jaldapara Jungle Camp
(%1,000; jaldaparacamp.com).

We were inJaldaparain January 2002
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